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Progress in Q1 2026:  
 
Q1 was always going to prove challenging as the timing of several fundraising events was going to be later in 
the year than in 2025.  We did manage to hold a Quiz Night at Stourbridge Lawn Tennis and Squash Club in 
early January which raised £711.00, and the Gentleman’s Captain at Stourbridge Golf Club nominated us as 
his chosen charity for his two year term of office (he is already a regular supporter of our work), which with 
other support enabled us to complete 10 grants at a cost of £13,079.01, before we reduced our reserves to 
a level where we needed to start a Waiting list.  We ended Q1 with a Waiting List of 10 grants we would 
approve when funding became available, at a cost of £12,718.12. 
 
Some of the pending grants on the Waiting list were “Small” ie less than £1,000.00 and typical of our work, 
which tends to fall between 50% Small grants and 50% Large Grants (ie over £1,000.00) during a full year’s 
operation.  We believe that this shows the importance and need for small targeted grants to help families, 
which can be very effective. 
 
 

Progress in Q2 2026:  
 
The level of applications has been exceptional since the previous report, and both the size and length of the 
Grants Made/Waiting List has fluctuated as further funding has been raised.  We completed the Quarter 
with a further 25 grants made at a cost of £33,955.66, and on the Waiting List we have 16 approvals in 
principle (awaiting funding) totalling £24,311.44. 
 
We now have confirmed funding due imminently, totalling £11,000.00, which will enable us to once again 
shorten the list.  We are also expecting further funding by the end of July, which may temporarily allow us 
to “catch up” pending the inevitable surge in applications from the end of August, and particularly in 
September.   This is when new equipment requirements for transport, and equipment for home or school 
use are identified at the start of a new School year. 
 
This is one of the busiest second quarters we have ever seen, and highlights the shortage of funding 
available from NHS budgets and other charity sources, resulting in ever more approaches to us. 
 
As we have said many times, the challenge gets ever harder, and we can only do what we can do, while 
thanking our supporters for their help to date. 
 

Fundraising: 
 
As commented on last quarter, our regular monthly donors have been a great help to us in providing around 
8% of our baseload funding requirement,  but unfortunately we periodically see that time catches up with 
us, and we have sadly lost a couple of our keen supporters.  One new person has already joined us this year, 
which is much appreciated, and any further help that might be available will again continue to develop our 
baseload income. 
 
It would appear that, based on the usual split of activity (40% in the first half and 60% in the second half), 
that applications could exceed £125,000.00 this year, an amount we may not be able to achieve even if we 



are successful with the help we usually receive.  We are not looking forward to the possibility of starting 
2027 with a Waiting List, hence additional funding is vital to us. 
 
Sadly, the need is there, and as we have commented previously, we continue to see price rises from 
suppliers, after 5 years of relatively stable costs up until the end of 2023.  These constant increases just 
make the task harder as we need to raise more funding for the same amount of work as in previous years.  
We will continue to do our best, and hope that we can continue to receive the support seen in previous 
years. 
 
Recent discount structures agreed with two suppliers further help to provide small reductions in cost and 
total discounts are now estimated - depending on the suppliers chosen by the relevant healthcare 
professional -  to be in the region of £8,000.00 to £10,000.00/year, which helps our funds go a little further. 

 
Grants Made in the Second Quarter of 2026: 
 

Age Grant Details 
3.5 1560.10 Diagnosis of cerebral palsy with right side hemiplegia.  A Theraplay trike was proposed to help to strengthen his right arm 

and leg and improve his co-ordination and mobility.  We agreed to fund the total purchase cost after allowance for our 
agreed discount. 

7.5 972.50 Diagnosis of cerebral palsy, and he recently had a Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy to improve his mobility.  He can mobilise short 
distances with the aid of a walker and a Theraplay trike was proposed to help to develop his right side and improve his co-
ordination.  Another Charity had already approved a grant of £800.00 and we agreed to fund the balance required, after our 
discount. 

6 1801.30 Diagnosis of Cerebral Palsy.  He can walk very short distances but rapidly tires and needs to use a wheelchair.  A special 
exercise trike was proposed to help to develop his leg strength and provide general exercise.  With the family needing help, 
we agreed to fully fund the total cost, reduced by our agreed discount. 

4.8 1476.95 He has a diagnosis of Autism, and exhibits with no sense of danger.  He tries to escape from every possible exit which has 
required special window locks.  When travelling, he releases himself from his car seat and interferes with the driver, so a 
secure car seat/harness system was required to keep everyone safe.  He was assessed at the local RDAC and a Voyager car 
seat and harness system was specified, which we agreed to fund.; 

1.75 233.90 Diagnosis of Wolf Hirschhorn Syndrome and associated medical problems.  Wheelchair Services are providing a special buggy 
for her, but as we find in all the NHS Trusts we deal with, they never fund the additional accessories required – the sun hood 
and rain cover.  We agreed to fund these additional items required. 

20 804.50 She has a diagnosis of Leber’s Congenital Amaurosis and we have helped before. She now requires a Perkins Brailler for her 
course at University, and we agreed to fully fund the Brailler from the RNIB. 

6.5 2112.70 He has a diagnosis of Spinal Muscular Atrophy and is unable to walk or crawl, needing a wheelchair to move around.  His 
Paediatric Physiotherapy Team proposed a special exercise trike to help to strengthen his legs and core, as he fatigues easily. 
He was able to use a trike when assessed, and with the family unable to raise the funding, we agreed to fully fund the cost, 
reduced by our discount agreement with the supplier. 

2 453.07 He has a diagnosis of Chronic lung disease, global delay, microcephaly, trigonocephaly, uses a feeding tube and needs oxygen 
support.  Postural support is very important to help his breathing and he required a suitable car seat to hold him in the 
correct position.  We agreed to fully fund the purchase cost, reduced by our discount agreement with the supplier. 

2.5 2154.00 She has a number of medical problems and difficulty with head control.  She needed a fully supportive car seat to hold her 
securely with a tilt/turn facility, and with another charity funding £1,000.00 towards the total cost, we agreed to fund the 
balance. 

6 1161.60 Born at 25 weeks and has a diagnosis of cerebral palsy with several medical problems.  He uses a standing frame system at 
school, but having outgrown his frame system at home (which was family funded), he now needs a new larger specific model 
to help with his therapy. We have helped him before and we agreed to fully fund this additional item of equipment. 

4 1395.50 Required a special car seat which was fully supportive. He was assessed at the local RDAC.  He had outgrown his current car 
seat and also escapes from the harness when travelling.  He exhibits with no sense of danger, so better support and security 
required with a suitable car seat and harness system. 

4 370.80 Also assessed for a car seat at his local RDAC.  He has a range of medical problems following a very premature birth, and a 
suitable car seat was required to both support him and hold him securely when travelling. We agreed to fully fund. 

4 1395.50 Required a special car seat which was fully supportive. She was assessed at the local RDAC.  She had also outgrown her 
current car seat and escapes from the harness when travelling.  She exhibits with no sense of danger, so better support and 
security required. We agreed to fully fund. 

8 1470.10 Diagnosis of Autism, ADHD, development delay and a range of other medical problems. She required a special needs buggy 
and with a single parent mother, and a sibling with a disability, the family needed help. Another charity had agreed to fund 
part of the cost of £2,470.10, and we agreed to fund the balance required. 

2 2304.00 He has a history of heart problems, has spent time in intensive care, and is currently awaiting a further scan. He had 
outgrown his car seat and needed a fully supportive special needs seat. He was assessed at the RDAC and we agreed to fund. 



8 3404.00 He has a diagnosis of autism, is non-verbal, has learning disabilities and needed a special buggy in addition to the wheelchair 
supplied by Wheelchair Services.  We agreed to fully fund. 

10.5 607.75 Diagnosis of autism and challenging behaviour, and she exhibits with no sense of danger.  She releases herself from her car 
seat when travelling and creates a potentially dangerous situation in the car. She was assessed by Windmill Special Needs 
and a magnetic harness system was found to be the best solution for her, which we approved. 

3 1544.45 Diagnosis of autism and has a genetic mutation RAB11B, exhibiting with development delay, no sense of danger and 
challenging behaviour. A secure special support car seat and harness system was required and we agreed to fully fund the 
balance required after our supplier discount. 

16 1440.00 He requires full adult care for all activities and needed a mobile hoist for all transfers during the day. He is tube fed and has 
extensive medical problems.  With the family unable to fund the equipment, we agreed to support the application. 

 114.17 Special equipment for a chair for a pupil at the Lady Katherine Leveson Primary School with a diagnosis of cerebral palsy, and 
who required additional seating help and support. 

4 2085.00 He has a diagnosis of Lissencephaly, which is a severe genetic brain malformation, and exhibits with a range of medical 
problems.  He needed to be lifted for all transfers and a suitable hoist for him was trialled and assessed.  With the family 
unable to afford the purchase cost, we agreed to fully fund the application. 

9 3248.05 He has complex needs and with a severe learning disability, and has a mental age of only a 1 year old. He exhibits with severe 
autism, pica, ARFID (eating disorder), and sensory processing problems. He needed a special buggy suitable for outdoor use , 
and having helped him before, we agreed to fully fund the purchase, knowing the extent of his problems. 

7.75 814.50 He has a diagnosis of Optic Nerve Atrophy and other vision problems, and the Dudley Vision Impairment Service requested 
help with the provision of a Perkins Brailler for home use to help him learn and use Braille.  We agreed to fully fund. 

3.5 453.07 He has a diagnosis of Marinesco Sjogren Syndrome, and exhibits with global hypotonia.  He needed extra support when 
sitting upright and a fully supportive special car seat to hold him securely.  He was Assessed by Windmill Special Needs and 
we agreed to fund a suitable special car seat for him. 

4 527.15 We recently provided an upgraded Ppod seat insert for her to adapt a seat she had been given by another family.  She has a 
range of complex medical problems including microcephaly and epilepsy and exhibits with global development delay.   A 
liner cover was also needed for the rebuilt Ppod unit and we agreed to provide the additional funding required. 

   

  Waiting List 

   

6 2450.05 He has a diagnosis of autism, learning disability and medical problems described as a micro duplication of chromosome 8 
with a SPAG1, together with other difficulties. He needed a larger all terrain Buggy and we agreed to fund an Ergoadaptive 
Axiom Lassen 3 model, reduced in price by a charity discount we have negotiated with the supplier. 

 

7 2549.98 He has a range of problems including Dandy Walker Syndrome, global development delay and epilepsy.  Several years ago we 
funded a Ppod bean seat for him, and it now requires a larger insert, as he has outgrown the original seat.  We agreed to 
fund the work required so that he could continue to benefit from use of the seat. 

 

7 1683.40 He has a diagnosis of Noonan Syndrome, an incurable genetic condition which limits growth of parts of the body. He exhibits 
with leg swelling and has Scoliosis requiring him to wear a spinal brace. A Theraplay special exercise trike was proposed to 
help to develop his leg strength and improve his general health.  We agreed to fully fund the cost after deduction of our 
agreed supplier discount. 

 

3.5 453.07 He has a diagnosis of cerebral palsy, chronic ling disease, hydrocephalus and autism.  He needed a new secure car seat 
system to both hold and support him, as he has recently started trying to release himself from his seat and open a car door 
when being transported. 

 

8 1582.60 He has a diagnosis of cerebral palsy, affecting his right side, and other problems.  He is mobile but needs a leg brace and is 
unstable.  A special exercise trike was proposed to help to develop his leg muscles, provide the stretching exercise needed, 
and help his general health.  He was assessed by a Theraplay representative, and we agreed to fully fund the discounted cost 
of the trike. 

 

6.5 568.00 He has a diagnosis of 17q12 Microdeletion Syndrome, leading to a range of medical problems and exhibits with global 
development delay and autism.  He has no sense of danger and his behaviour includes a tendency to chew at his wooden 
bed frame, with consequent risks should he swallow bits chewed off.  The request was for a special Tough Furniture bed, 
designed to resist this action, and we agreed to fully fund the items needed. 

 

11.25 458.95 Diagnosed with retinal dystrophy, which will gradually worsen.  He is about to move to senior school and needs a laptop with 
a magnifying screen to enable him to keep up with his work.  The Dudley VI Service will purchase and set up and then 
arrange for Dudley MBC to invoice the Charity. 

 

10.5 607.75 Diagnosis of autism and challenging behaviour, and she exhibits with no sense of danger.  She releases herself from her car 
seat when travelling and creates a potentially dangerous situation in the car. She was assessed by Windmill Special Needs 
and a magnetic harness system was found to be the best solution for her.  One was funded several months ago and has been 
found to be excellent, but recent incidents when being transported at school and by carers have highlighted the need for a 
second harness, which we again approved. 

 

6 860.13 Diagnosis of Autism and ADHD, with other medical problems.  He exhibits with no sense of danger, and having worked out 
how to escape from his current car seat harness, he presents a danger to the driver and passengers when being transported. 
He was assessed at the RDAC for a suitable magnetic harness to restrain him, which we agreed to fully fund. 

 

14.5 1714.73 He has a diagnosis of Angelman Syndrome, epilepsy and a range of other medical problems. He also has some mobility  



problems and exhibits with challenging behaviour.  He has a SafeSpace bed unit which required some update work and we 
agreed to support the additional work required. 

 600.00 Pupil at lady Katherine Leveson School with a diagnosis of Down’s syndrome, with a request for equipment to help 
communication.  We agreed to fund the balance needed. 

 

 1705.90 He is in foster care after suffering a brain injury due to a fall from a significant height and this has left him with a number of 
mobility problems.  His foster family are hoping to adopt him and are very keen to help him to improve his balance, co-
ordination and his mobility, as well as improving his exercise. He was recommended for a special exercise trike by his 
Paediatric Physiotherapist, and was able to use it during a detailed assessment. We agreed to fully fund the cost after the 
deduction of our Charity discount. 

 

4 3840.00 West Syndrome and other medical problems  including PARS2 Mitochondrial Disease (which is life limiting).  He needed a car 
seat giving a wide range of support and easy access and a Hernik IPA seat was specified after an assessment at his local 
RDAC.   The final cost was reduced by our discount agreement with the supplier. 

 

5 624.38 Exhibits as hyper active and is being assessed for ADHD and other problems.  She releases herself from her car seat when 
being transported and presents a danger to the driver.  A suitable car seat harness system was required to hold her safely 
when being transported. 

 

 2304.00 He has a range of complex needs, and the family needed a suitable car seat to hold him securely.  He was assessed at the 
local RDAC and we agreed to fund the seat, the final cost being reduced by our discount agreement with the supplier. 

 

10.75 2308.50 In 2019 she was diagnosed with Acute Disseminated Encephalomyelitis (ADEM), which left her with mobility problems, 
learning and speech difficulties and debilitating fatigue.  She needed a new special buggy and we agreed to fully fund an 
Ergoadaptive Go unit, at a price reduced by our recent discount agreement with the supplier. 

 

    
 

  

        
  35 Grants Approved in the year to date (25 listed above approved in Q2) 
  16 On Waiting List – awaiting further funding. 

 
 
If you would like to contact us regarding this report, please email us at chriswestwoodcharity@outlook.com. 
 
Thank you to all our supporters for their continued help, and we will do as much as we can to respond as 
quickly as we can to new applications, soon hopefully without the need for a Waiting List and a delay in our 
work. 
 
 
Chris 

mailto:chriswestwood@waitrose.com

